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FRQi^M 


• Ecfdnnins In I'jwp, the United . States and rr> 2 c v.0w<3 enor^o 
to assist the Covem.-ent of Vietnam in its Public Health Jbrosi’aim 
exoanded rapidly. From a level of five Free V.'orld health ^olsoance. ^ 
teams ooerating in selected regional referral hospitals j ti.ei>2 s ^ 
•novr an assistance team in each of the country's pro-/ipccs, plus 
•SaiEon Prefecture. Durins the same peried, f'^^istry of l.caltn .. . 

hosoitals orpancsd their capacity by aLmosv 3, COO beds ^15,000 to 
18,000) and appro xlr.ately 5C district,- 3C0 village and .1 ,C.j 0 ha^et 
level health facilities vrera added to the govemmant health system, 

USAID funded the construction of thirty medem surgical suites, 
eleven major hospital renovation projects, and construcuicn Oi oi&io 
rev; hospitals, as vrell as fumis'nlng most of the 'coiur.odi^ieo . •• 

nedlcal equiprrent for the nev; rural health facilities, U.S. military 
.hospitals have accepted a steadily increasing number of vlcuna.ese 
•civilian patients, thus adding a significant trx2atm.ent^c??ability. 

'■(See attached susrary of hospital v/orkload for 19o7-19o3,^ as it 
relates to Vietnamese civilian v;ar casualties.) During the same 
'period, Vietnamese funding of the public health program, incrocsed ■ 

from 1,SS% to 2.95>5 of 'the national budget. Tnis included a seven-^old 
•^icrease in the construction budget. Tne Minist^' Oi Healvh s staa.f, 
■■■while still undenranned in most categories, increased some tv.'snuy 
percent. Related efforts in. the education and training field ha've 
iproduced increases in out-put of health personnel, e.g, phi'sicj-ans^up 
•50^ (120 in 1965 to 180 in* 1968) and nursing personnel up about ‘I0;o . , 

(iJOO in 1955 to 560 in 1958). . . - . .v' 

. ■ • . ' . . . • • • 

Tne most significant potential for future improvem.ent of . . ^ 

'Yietna-cess health services capabilities lies, in t'ne ccordinatlon of tne 
'civilian and military systems. A program for Joint operation and use 
of hosoitals was ; . initiated in* thirteen pro^vinces in f^rch ' v/ith 

exD-ansion to thirteen additional provinces schedulea v/ithin the ensu^ig 
■si*x months. It is estimated that t^s ' . • • engageAan addition^ 1,5.00- 
.Vietnamese .msilitary medic-al persornel :in the treatment Oi civilian as 
‘walTas miiiitary patients, ihe US.AID/Free '/.'orld assistance ei tore v.a 11 
'Continue to reinforce this Vietnam-ese program vd-tn au^onuivion \ 
(primarily in s'jrgery and preventive medicine) and advisory support, 
well £3 selected health fa'cility ccnstructicn/renovaticn projects, j 
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